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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 4384 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ETRN, AF, PK 

SUB J : ARIANA/PIA DISPUTE 

1. IN COURSE OF MEETING WITH HEAD OF AFGHAN AIR AUTHORITY 
SULTAN MAHMOUD GHAZI, AMBASSADOR ASKED WHETHER THERE HAD 
BEEN ANY RECENT CONTACT BETWEEN PIA AND ARIANA WITH REFERENCE 
TO THE DISPUTE BETWEEN THE TWO AIRLINES. 

2. GHAZI SAID THERE HAD NOT BEEN. HE REITERATED AFGHAN 
POSITION THAT RESTRICTION OF PASSENGER TRAFFICE BETWEEN 
KABUL AND LAHORE TO 20 PASSENGERS EACH MONTH EACH WAY WAS 
SIMPLY NON- VIABLE ECONOMICALLY. AND HE SAID AFGHANS WERE 
PLANNING TO SIT BACK AND WAIT TO SEE HOW PAKISTAN WILL 
HANDLE SITUATION. GHAZI ADDED AS AFTERTHOUGHT THAT 
POLITICAL CONDITIONS BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN 
WERE "NOT THE BEST" TO GET INTO A RESOLUTION OF THIS MATTER 
AT PRESENT. 
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